
A p r i l  1, 1974 

9r. John D. Porterffeld 
Oirector of J ~ l n t  Cormissian 

874 3orth Hfehigan Avenue 
on Accredi ta t ion of Hospftals 

Chicago, 1 1 1 .  SO611 

Dear D r ,  Porterfield. 

I note w i t h  considerable d is t ress  the article publlshed under your 
d i rec torsh ip  i n  the JAHA For December 10, 1373. 

Although I ~m cu r ren t l y  on the s t a f f  In the Natlunal Heart and Lung 
Ins t i tu te ,  I BE not  expresslng official optnions of that I n s t i t u t e  
or any other  opinions than those which 1 myself have gained as a result 
of twenty years as chairmen of the Departmant of Surgery a t  the, 
Bownstate f4edfcal Center. During t h a t  period of years, I served not 
only  as president of the: Society For Vascular Surgery, but also as 
president of the Society of Surgtcal Chafrman. I bel ieve that the 
understanding of surgical problems which I gained I n  tha t  experience 
should be of value to y0t.1. 

i became C O R V ~ ~ C W !  In  the course OF bufldinq UP a program on open- 
heart surgery st the State University of f5ew York, Kings County 
?.tedical Center, that the evaluation of the q u a l i t y  o f  hiThly special- 
ized services on the basis of the fie- with  which those services 
ate rendered 1s an unsound p r a c t l c c  As a< example, there uere whole 
series of patients who hod been dented operat ion a t  mior m d l t a l  
centers i n  the Yew York area on tho basis of the complexity of the 
lesions involved and t h e  expectancy of h i g h  risk, who were admitted 
a t  the State tfniversi ty-Kings County tledical Center, ne t i cu iovs l y  
studied and succassfu?Iy handled.  

To judqe those l n s t f t u t i o n s  which had declined t o  care far such 
patients as being of highest q u a l i t y  on the basis of the numbers of 
pa t ien ts  for whom they rendered open-heart surg ica l  caret seems 
ridiculous. On t h e  other hand, to threaten to withdrew the approval 
of the superbly perforrnfng open-heart team a t  Downstate an the basis 
of  the numbers of cases handled appears squatly out  of order. 

f m y  cell attention to the f a c t  that the f i r s t  successful open-heart 
operat ion i n  the  Eastern me-third of the United States wlth the 
single exception of Gibbon's I n l t f a I  case was performed a t  Kings 
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County Hosgitnl. I may also cnti  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the fact  that the 
f i r s t  c l i n i c a l  app l i ca t i on  of pump-oxygenator t o  support For cltn3- 
cal apcsn-heart surgery was performed by the nuclsus ~f that  qroup a t  
the State Univers i ty  of  New York ( p r i o r  to rantoval of that group from 
the Unlvers i ty  of Minnesota t o  State Un ive rs i t y  of Now York). 

PIS a measure o f  t h e  quality of th0s p a r t i c u l a r  Cirotlli, t h l s  i s  the f i r s t  
group on record to work w i t h  expar fwmtal  placcwnt  sf a r t i f i c i a l  
cardisc valves (Ftva yaaro before Albert Sta r r ) ,  t h i s  rms the f i r s t  
qroup to i d a n t f f y  a l e c t r l c a l l y  the bundte af pits durlnq clinical 
open-heart operations, t h i s  was the f f r s a  group tn apply  mechanical 
cardia-pulmonary srrpmre in the management of masslvn myocardial 
infarction and shock (the f i r s t  p a t i e n t  Is still a l i v e  a f t e r  seven- 
teen years) and t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  qruup to  work sar lous ly  w t t h  ex- 
ternal  compression counterpu?sat fan (the patent for which, obtained 
by : a l i i ,  i s  i n  my name), 

The Sta te  Unlvers i ty  af Hew 'for%, Downstate Yedice? Canter, is but 
o m  u n i v e r s i t y  fnotftutiotl w f t h  a record of vigorous c m t r l b u t f n n  
and excellent c l i n i c a l  r e s u l t s  which would be resoved Frm fur ther  
p a r t t c i p a t i o n  by the very tulas which the  Joint  Gomfssisn OR 
Accredi tet Ion of Hospitals i s  proposing to  endorse. While i t  may 
be sppraprfate i n  the general sense of a serviea-rendsrtnq i n s t f t u -  
tion t o  equate numbers of p a t i e n t s  w l  t h  qual I ty  of performnce, t h l s  
i s  by no means universally the case. 

To enfarce such a l i m l t e t i a n  as the requirement OF a t  least 203 open- 
heart oparzitlofis par year f o r  approval by 3 . C . A . H .  would be t o  exclude 
from f u r the r  p a r t l d l p a t i o n  a very cansfderehlo group of the major con- 
tributors t o  our knowledge end c a p a b f l l t f e r  concerninq the rendering 
of the very condltlons under consideration. 

Judgment must be t i e d  to  the quality of the operations done, the com- 
plexity o f  the lesions i n  question, and t h e  st~ccess In rc turntng 
th5sa pat tents  t o  good health, 

Respectfully yours, 

Clarence Dennis, P h . i j .  
Speclal Assistant for  Technoloqy 
Office nf the 3 l rec ta r  


